Privatized, for-profit health care.
You'll pay more and get less.

The Myth of the European Model

“The facts are that no one has ever shown, in fair, accurate

comparisons, that for-profit makes for greater efficiency or better
quality, and certainly have never shown that it services the public
interest any better.
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Dr. Arnold S. Relman, Harvard Emeritus Professor of Medicine, Emeritus
Editor in Chief of New England Journal of Medicine
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There is no such thing as a
“European model” for health care.

Some companies and individuals are saying that Canada
would be better off if we followed what they call a
“European model” of health care.

They want Canada to allow a parallel system of private,
for-profit healthcare to exist side-by-side with the public
system. Patients who could afford to pay for services would
be able to buy them from for-profit providers. This parallel
system is supposed to take the strain off the public system
and make it easier for the rest of us to get health care.

In fact, there is no such thing as a “European model.”

The companies and individuals talking about a “European
model” really want Canada to establish a private system of
healthcare for those who can afford to pay that is parallel to
the public system. In other words, they want Canada to
move towards the American style of two-tier for-profit
health care.

Canadians have repeatedly rejected American-style two-
tier health care. That’s why private health providers are
now calling it a “European model.”

The many countries in Europe, and even other countries
such as Australia and New Zealand, all have different
health care systems that operate in different kinds of
societies.
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Each system has its own unique advantages and prob-
lems. There is no one perfect kind of health care in
Europe.

Here are some of the myths you’ll hear about the Euro-
pean model of health care — and the truth behind them.

MYTH: In European countries such as France,
parallel public and private health care systems
offer better health care than Canada.

TRUTH: There is no one European system. Instead,
there are a variety of different arrangements.

In France, there is universal health coverage, funded
mostly through social insurance. Patients can buy pri-
vate insurance to cover the cost of large user fees.
France also has a total public expenditure on health of
11.2% compared to Canada’s 9.7%.

In Germany, only the wealthiest Germans are allowed to
purchase private insurance, and if they choose to do so,
they can’t then have access to the public system.

In Great Britain, there is a parallel public-private system,
but it has major problems. The Chairman of the British
Medical Association says, “We've had the market in
England for nearly 20 years. Where’s the evidence that
it works?...Not good for doctors, not good for patients...”
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“Canada could transform its bogged-down

health care system and shrink lengthy wait lists
by adopting Europe ‘s successful blend of private
medicine and universal access.”

-- Dr. Robert Ouellet, President, Canadian Medical Association
and owner/manager of several private, for-profit radiology clinics

MYTH: Countries with a parallel public and private
health care system have shorter waiting lists.

TRUTH: Research clearly shows that parallel private

systems don’t cut public waiting lists. In fact, research
shows they appear to lengthen waits for healthcare in
the public systems.

Some European countries, like France, may have
shorter waiting lists, but it's not because they have
parallel systems. France has 60% more doctors than
Canada and a much more comprehensive social safety
net. France also spends more government money on
health care than Canada.

MYTH: Private, for-profit health care is more
cost-effective and efficient than public services.

TRUTH: Public health care, through a single-payer
system like Canada’s, is the most cost effective and
efficient way to deliver health care services to everyone.

After 30 years of single-payer administration, Canada
now spends almost 50% less than what the U.S. spends
while providing equal or better care.

The United States spends 31% of its health care dollars
on administration, while Canada spends only 17%.
Private insurers in the United States have overhead
costs of about 11.7%. Provincial health plans in Canada
have administration costs of around 1.3%.

Private health care, which includes profit for companies
and individuals, results in greater costs than public care.
For example, cataract surgery in the private sector in
Canada costs $1,000 — in a public hospital it costs $450.

Costs for hospitals and doctors in Canada’s public sys-
tem have remained stable or decreased from 1975 to
2005. Costs in the private health sector have risen at
significantly higher rates, especially pharmaceuticals.

MYTH: Private, for-profit health care will not lead to
two-tier American style health care.

TRUTH: Canada is being pushed toward private, for-profit
health care by American industries which will benefit
handsomely from the two-tier system. Our public health
system is vulnerable to American interests because of
our trade relationship with the United States.

The North American Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between
Canada, Mexico and the United States exempts public
health care, but doesn’t exclude private care. Under
NAFTA, if we open our system up to for-profit companies,
we have to give “national treatment” to American
companies who want to compete. That means the door
is open to the same kind of compromised care we see

in the United States.

There is no “third way” or European model. In Europe,
more than half of the OECD countries are moving toward
less — not more — private funding. The best health care
systems in Europe have more public funding than Canada.

10 reasons to reject a "European Model™:

1. There is no European model. What is being
proposed is actually a two-tier American
style system that Canadians don’t want.

2. Countries with parallel public and private
systems have the longest waiting times.

3. It costs all of us more when there is private
parallel care.

4. Private insurance in the United States costs
about $15,000 a year for a family. Canadians
can’t afford - and don’t want - to pay this.

5. People who can afford to pay jump ahead of
the rest of us who depend on the public
system. That’s not fair.

6. The people who want private health services
are mainly those who make a profit from
offering private services.

7. It will take doctors and other health care
providers out of the public system to serve
the private system. That means less care for
the rest of us.

8. It means much higher administration costs,
taking money out of patient services.

9. European countries are moving away from
private care and toward comprehensive
public care.

10. It doesn’t work.

About the Canadian Health Coalition:

The Canadian Health Coalition is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization
dedicated to protecting and expanding Canada’s public health system for
the benefit of all Canadians. It includes organizations representing seniors,
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women, churches, nurses, health care workers and anti-poverty activists

from across Canada. For more Information: www.medicare.ca

www.medicare.ca

JUST THE FACTS

March 2009




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


