ﬂEﬁT ATTA

*Range of p

Intensive care room: i
$8,000 to $12,000 per day
Angioplasty: -’
$6,000 to $7,000 A8
ECG: (il S
$280to $36 e
Coronary

with car

fo

1]

-1 ™
Ke DL public. Keep it fair.

FOR HEALTH, NOT FOR
PROFIT

Canadians built a public health care system
so that all people would have equal access
to care. Care based on need. Not on the
size of our wallet.

But now, our system is under attack.
Private companies, from giant insurance
corporations to individual entrepreneurs,
want to replace Canada’s comprehensive,
universal public system with a U.S.-style two-
tier system for their own profit.

COMMERCIAL FORCES ON
THE MOVE

The situation is urgent. Financial and
corporate sector lobbyists are working hard
to commercialize our public system. The
Canadian Medical Association is advocating
private insurance and more for-profit
delivery. Provinces like BC and Quebec are
pushing private insurance and for-profit
surgical centres and hospitals. And in
Ottawa, the Harper government is not enforc-
ing the Canada Health Act to stop two-tier
care.

Know: Two-tier health care is not a “safety
valve”. It siphons scarce doctors and health
professionals out of the public system to
serve wealthy queue-jumpers, limiting
access and increasing wait times for the rest
of us. There is no evidence anywhere that
a two-tier system shortens waiting lists.

Know: In the US, private insurance premi-
ums have almost doubled since 2000, rising
by 87%. Inthe same period, wages rose only
2% after inflation. Half of personal bankrupt-
cies are due to medical bills.

Know: Public delivery of health services
consistently delivers better results for less
money. Private support services, for
example cooking and cleaning, have higher
staff turnover and are of poorer quality. Cor-
ners are cut for company profits, sometimes
leading to higher hospital infection rates.

Know: Public health care spending is not
out of control. It is claiming more of govern-
ment budgets because tax cuts are
reducing government revenue. It's private
health care spending that is out of control,
particularly the skyrocketing costs of brand-
name pharmaceuticals.



Join your provincial health coalition to
advocate innovation and improvement within
the public system.

» Vote public. Vote for candidates provin-
cially and federally who support public
funding and public delivery of health care.
Support candidates who endorse our 7
ways to make our public system better.

» Call your MP. Call your MPP or MLA. Meet
with them, especially during National
Medicare Week, Nov 13-18.

o Write letters to the editor. Phone local
call-in shows.

* Help get the word out! Photocopy and
distribute this flyer to your friends, faith
group, co-workers, seniors’ centre, library,
barbershop....

e Join your provincial health coalition.

Courage my friends, it's not too late to
build a better world.
-Tommy Douglas
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Anybody running for political office should
study this list:

v/ Recruit and retain more health care
professionals in the public system.
Doctors should be banned from working
both systems — this leads to longer wait
times in the public system.

v Fix wait time problems within the pub-
lic system. Manage wait lists better. Boost
capacity by strengthening services in exist-
ing hospitals and building more innovative
public hospitals and clinics.

v Extend Medicare to include prescrip-
tion drugs. This would deliver savings to
provincial governments and deliver safe
and cost-effective drug therapies to more
Canadians.

v/ Stop contracting out hospital support
services. Keeping them public is key to
healthier patients and cleaner facilities.

v Improve the overall structure of health
care delivery. Let's reform front-line health
care, deliver more public homecare, and
create more public community health and
long-term care facilities.

v/ Keep people healthy in the first place.
Reduce poverty, poor nutrition and other
“social determinants” of ill-health.

v Enforce the Canada Health Act and stop
two-tier health care. Build on the
successes of public health insurance
programs and not-for-profit delivery. Two-
tier care takes money away from patients
and turns it into profits.

Alberta Friends of Medicare
780-423-4581
fominfo@telus.net

Alternatives North (NWT)
info@alternativesnorth.ca

B.C. Health Coalition
604-681-7945
info@bchealthcoalition.ca

Coalition solidarité santé (Que.)
450-441-4758
cssante@videotron.ca

New Brunswick Health Coalition
506-548-8458
pauladoucetjones@hotmail.com

Health Coalition of Newfoundland &
Labrador

maryc_hcnl@hotmail.com
mshortall@clc-ctc.ca

Nova Scotia Citizens’ Health Care
Network

902-455-9164
healthnetwork@eastlink.ca

Ontario Health Coalition
416-441-2502
ohc@sympatico.ca

P.E.l. Health Coalition
902-892-9074
bpg@isn.net

Saskatchewan Health Coalition
306-242-6540
kstorrie@sasktel.net





